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‘Peace be with you’

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, the first
Sunday after Easter. The gospel reading
from John 20: 19- 31 presents two scenes -
the first day of the week where Jesus came
through closed doors in the upper room
and sends peace to his disciples.
However, one of the disciples Thomas was
not present and he refused to believe the
words of the other disciples unless he sees
the wounds and put his finger into the
wounds of his side. Jesus grants him his
wish and appears eight days later. He
comes in through closed doors and again
utters the same words “Peace be with you”
before asking Thomas to put his finger on
his hands and Thomas’ hand on his side.

In Caravaggio’s painting, “The Incredulity of
St Thomas”, Jesus guides Thomas to
feel his wounded side, symbolising the
transition from doubt to belief. Jesus does
the same action twice - to his disciples
on Easter Sunday and then to Thomas on
Divine Mercy Sunday. What does it mean
for us? He is reiterating that his sacrifice,
resurrection and victory over death is done
all for our redemption. He wants us to
remember these truths.

Whether we are a cowardly Peter or a
doubting Thomas, Jesus comes in the midst
of our storms, our imperfections to love us.
He did not rebuke his disciples for hiding or
denying Him. He not only comes gently to
comfort and assure them, He shows them by
action, making them see and feel His
wounds. His efforts remind us that
through the victory of the cross, we will
have the peace that He gives us. We
may face challenges, uncertainties or
even face persecution in different forms
but the Lord reminds us at every
eucharistic celebration that He is breathing
peace into our lives - “Peace be with you”.
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Even though we are not privileged like
Thomas to have felt the wounds on His
hands and His side, we can see the divinity
and humanity of Jesus. When we
experience our own wounds, we are united
in Christ and by His wounds we are healed
when we trust in Him as our Lord and our
God!

Personally, | experienced His divine mercy
and love when | see Thomas in me, the self
that is always in search of evidence and
perfection. | felt bruised recently because |
was accused of being micro-managing when
my only intent was to ensure that
communications was clear across the team
members, and there was ready access
promptly due to time sensitivity. After
receiving the peace of Christ, | realised that
I could have shared my rationale clearly and
put across the question in another way.

Perhaps the response might be more friendly.
The one who accused me of micromanaging
might not fully appreciate the time sensitivity
of the task or could have had suffered trauma
in another context earlier. | am grateful to
the Lord and humbled that He led me to
appreciate the larger picture of love and
mercy. It is now a call for me to follow His
example. Our personal experiences of His
divine mercy are unique. When we choose to
share our experiences of His mercy and love,
we will receive more of His mercy and love. It
is a multiplier effect and more will come to
believe in Him.

Reflection by Hope

Readings & responses for the week

2nd Sunday of Easter

Sunday, 12 April
Divine Mercy Sunday

Monday, 13 April
St Martin |, Pope & Martyr

Tuesday, 14 April

Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.

Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8
Blessed are they who put their trust in God.

Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15

The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed.

Wednesday, 15 April

Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21

This poor man called and the Lord heard him.

Thursday, 16 April

Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36

This poor man called and the Lord heard him.

Friday, 17 April

Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15

There is one thing | ask of the Lord,
to live in the house of the Lord.

Saturday, 18 April

Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21

May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you.

NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 4.00pm,
5.30pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)
MASS ON WEEKDAYS
12:15pm, 6.30pm
9.00am, 6.30pm Public Holiday
(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)
MASS ON SATURDAY
7.00am, 6.30pm (Sunset)
MASS ON SUNDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm
(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be
standing room allowed in the main church.

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour 11.45am to 12.45pm
Saturday 7.30am to 8.00pm

Sunday 8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to
7.00pm

Closed on Public Holiday
GIFTSHOP OPERATING HOURS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
10.30am to 6.30pm

Lunch Hour 12.15pm to 12.45pm
Saturday 8.30am to 6.30pm

Sunday 9.00am to 1.30pm

Closed on Thursday and Public Holiday
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PRAYING WITH CANCER

SCALA NEWS
FR GENERAL EASTER MESSAGE

From the heart of the Easter message: Christ is risen. With
Him, every human reality can be transformed. From this
perspective, Father General Rogério Gomes, encourages
each Conference to view its challenges not as signs of failure,
but as opportunities for renewal and creative fidelity to the
Redemptorist charism. The messages also fit into the
Congregation’s ongoing journey of reconfiguration,
emphasizing the importance of communion, co-responsibility,
and openness to new forms of mission in a world marked by
profound change.

Father General invites the entire Congregation to experience
this time as a true “Easter Passage”: to navigate change with
faith, leaving behind security and opening ourselves to the
newness of the Spirit. Among the shared elements are:
restructuring as a path of missionary fidelity; the centrality of
community life as the first witness; collaboration with the laity
as an essential dimension; the need for solid and ongoing
formation; and a renewed option for the poorest and most
abandoned.

CATHOLIC AIDS WORKSHOP

AN EVENING OF TAIZE
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