
who was foretold and who pre-
figured in the Old testament and 
fulfilled in the New Testament. The 
Bible is the “Greatest Story Ever 
Told”. A book to be read and to be 
re-read. A book to return and savour; 
to search for and reflect on 
passages; a book to inspire, comfort 
and strengthen us; a book for us to 
commit to memory, wonderful ad 
uplifting messages of hope, love and 
faith.

But for many of us Catholics, our 
Bibles remain unopened. Or, if 
‘enthroned’ in a place of honour on 
our altars, the pages are never 
turned. So open your Bible, turn the 
pages and read a passage every day. 
Read or listen to Bible 
Commentaries. Or, just be attentive 
when the Father at Sunday or daily 
Mass breaks open the Word during 
the Homily. Read. Listen. Savour.

The Bible is good book to read. No, it 
is a very good book to read and re-
read. 

So enjoy the Word of God!

“Blessed are you …..Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward will be great in 

heaven”
 

(From this Sunday’s Gospel Reading 
(The Beatitudes: Matthew 5: 1-12)

Reflection by Ros

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 29 JANUARY 

Monday, 30 JANUARY 

Tuesday, 31 JANUARY 
St John Bosco

Wednesday, 1 FEBRUARY  

Thursday, 2 FEBRUARY 
Presentation of the Lord 

Friday, 3 FEBRUARY 
St. Blaise, St. Ansgar 

Saturday, 4 FEBRUARY  

Zeph 2:3; 3:12-13; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12
How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

Hebr 11:32-40; Mk 5:1-20
Let your heart take courage, all who hope in the 
Lord.

Hebr 12:1-4; Mk 5:21-43
They shall praise you,Lord, those who seek you.

Hebr 12:4-7,11-15; Mk 6:1-6
The love of the Lord is everlasting upon those who 
hold him in fear.

Mal 3:1-4; Lk 2:22-40
Who is the king of glory? It is the Lord.

Hebr 13:1-8; Mk 6:14-29
The Lord is my light and my help.

Hebr 13:15-17,20-21; Mk 6:30-34
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm 

9.00am Public Holiday

(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm
(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)

MASS ON SUNDAY

A good book to read

Last December, I was reading an 
article about the Top 10 Books for 
2022 and the writer was explaining 
her ‘picks’ of the ‘Must Read’. I 
noted that as she explained each of 
her choices, it was just not because 
the book was good for just one 
read. She gave her reasons why 
certain books must be read and read 
again. She was explaining how she 
would always return to certain 
passages in the book, re-read the 
prose/text and savour the words. 
She also said that she has 
committed to memory certain 
memorable quotes and uses them so 
often in her daily conversation. I was 
particularly amused that she said 
that in one text in a novel, one of 
the characters was gossiping about 
others and when advised not to, she 
retorted: “If not now, then when?” 
So that is now my adage. But not as 
a justification for gossiping!

Last Sunday, we celebrated ‘Word 
of God’ Sunday. And I thought that 
all that the writer said about a great 
novel or other works of fiction and 
non-fiction equally applied (or 
more) to the Bible. Last Sunday, we 
celebrate the Bible not just because 
it is an important book, but it is the 
Word of God.

The Bible, a collection of 73 books 
written over a span of 2,000 years, 
is story of Love. A story of how God 
wanted an eternal relationship with 
humankind, and how he was faithful 
to the covenant to be “Our God, and 
we, His people”. It is story of 
Salvation and of Jesus the Christ,



Collection of Old Palms 

Collection of old palms will take 
place from 1st to 19th February 
2023. The collection boxes are 
placed at the Foyer and Prayer 
Garden.

Ash Wednesday,  
22nd February

Ash Wednesday Masses will be on 
22nd February 2023 at 12.15pm 
and 7.30pm.

World Day of Prayer for 
Consecrated Life,   

2nd February

In 1997, Pope Saint John 
Paul II instituted a day of 

prayer for women and men 
in consecrated life. This 
celebration is attached to the 
Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord on 2 February. This 
feast is also known as 
Candlemas Day; the day on 
which candles are blessed 
symbolizing Christ who is the 
Light of the world. Those in 
consecrated life are called to 
reflect the light of Jesus 
Christ to all peoples. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/vocations/consecrated-life/
world-day-for-consecrated-life.cfm 

Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord, 2nd February

The feast was first observed 
in the Eastern Church as “The 
Encounter”. In the sixth 
century, it began to be 
observed in the West: in Rome 
with a more penitential 
character and in Gaul 
(France) with solemn 
blessings and processions 
of candles, popularly 
known as “Candlemas”. The 
presentation of the Lord 
concludes the celebration 
of the Nativity and with the 
offerings of the Virgin Mother 
and the prophecy of Simeon, 
the events now point 
towards Easter.

“In obedience to the Old 
Law, the Lord Jesus, the 
first-born, was presented in 
the Temple by his Blessed 
Mother and his foster father. 
This is another ‘epiphany’ 
celebration insofar as the 
Christ Child is revealed as the 
Messiah through the canticle 
and words of Simeon and 
the testimony of Anna the 
prophetess. Christ is the 
light of the nations, hence 
the blessing and procession of 
candles on this day.

Novena Themes

Our Lenten Novena to prepare for 
Easter will begin on 4th February. 
The Theme for this special 
Novena is: “Hope in the 
footsteps of the Redeemer.” All 
are welcome and bring along 
your family and friends.

4 February - Hope
11 February - Temptation 
18 February - Prayer
25 February - Fasting
4 March - Transfiguration
11 March - Acceptance
18 March - Celebration
25 March - Reconciliation
1 April - Forgiveness

Candles For Blessing

There will be Blessing of Candles 
at all Masses on 2nd February 
2023. All are welcome and please 
bring your candles for blessing.

Stations of the Cross

Stations of the Cross will be held 
every Friday during Season of 
Lent at 6pm followed by Mass at 
6.30pm.




