
and all along a multitude of Heavenly Hosts 
were enjoying the view. A little alone time 
is a nice thing, but it may not happen this 
year. Enjoy any calm before the storm. 
Don’t just lie on your bed and nap; 
spiritually rest. Say your favorite prayer 
slowly.., and ask the newborn Prince of 
Peace to let his peace stay with you when 
you are in the midst of a big crowd, 
especially if that crowd is related to you.

4. Away from home. Joseph and his young
family were away from their friends when
Jesus was born. Many people are alone on
Christmas, and for some this is very
challenging. If you’re not one of those
people, stop and think if you know
someone who will be alone, and invite them
over for a little Christmas cheer… If you will
be alone this Christmas, remember that
you’re never alone. In prayer, spend some
time with the Holy Family in their solitude.
Holidays need not be lonely. You can
actually make Christmas an intentional
spiritual retreat, a planned time of prayer
with the best company imaginable.

5. No delivery. I am not talking about the
baby; I mean dinner. New moms need to eat
and drink to regain their strength. The
Gospels make no mention of a Domino’s
delivery camel showing up outside the
stable. Joseph shopped, cooked, and
cleaned. If that is your Christmas job
assignment, be grateful because you’re in
such great company. If you normally don’t
help with these things, put down your
eggnog, get your lazy self-off the couch,
and say these simple words, “I will do the
dishes.” Think of it as doing Jesus’ dishes.”

Excerpted from 5 Things with Father Bill by 
William Byrne.

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-
resources/liturgical-year/christmas/five-
things-about-christmas-with-st-joseph/

A Blessed and Holy Christmas to All.

Reflection by Ros

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 18 DECEMBER 
4th Sunday of Advent

Monday, 19 DECEMBER 

Tuesday, 20 DECEMBER 

Wednesday, 21 DECEMBER 

Thursday, 22 DECEMBER 

Friday, 23 DECEMBER

Saturday, 24 DECEMBER 

Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24
Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.

Jdg 13:2-7,24-25; Lk 1:5-25
My lips are filled with your praise, with your glory all 
the day long. 

Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory. 

Song 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; O sing him 
a song that is new.

1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
My heart exults in the Lord, my Saviour

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Stand erect, hold your heads high, because your 
liberation is near at hand.

2 Sam 7: 1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Lk 1:67-79
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm 

9.00am Public Holiday

(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm 
(confession will be 30 minutes before Mass)

MASS ON SUNDAY

During Advent, we hear about Mary and of 
St. John the Baptist. But in this Fourth 
Sunday of Advent, we hear about the third 
most central figure in the Christmas Story – 
St. Joseph.  A father, a husband and a 
carpenter in the small town of Nazareth.  
An ordinary man who was living a rather 
ordinary life. But a man of extraordinary 
faith, who also said “Yes” to God’s Plan of 
Salvation. Like Mary, he would also have 
questions – “How can this be?” Like St 
John the Baptist, he must have realised 
that he must “decrease” and his foster son, 
Jesus, must “increase”. But he listened, 
trusted and obeyed.

As we come to the end of Advent and are 
getting ready to celebrate the Birth of 
Christ on Christmas Day, let us reflect on 
how we too can live an ordinary life but 
with extraordinary faith. An extraordinary 
faith which is living a God-centered and 
Other-centered life.   

“1. Sore feet. I have never ridden a donkey 
before, but I imagine that there is not 
much room for anyone besides a pregnant 
woman. The trip to the delivery stable was 
not short. Google Maps puts it at over 
ninety miles of walking. Luke’s Gospel 
does not indicate that Mary was in active 
labor during the trip, but nonetheless 
Joseph did all the walking. Remember that 
getting things ready for Christmas can be 
exhausting, but don’t add to the stress of 
the delivery by being cranky. I guarantee 
you that Joseph didn’t complain.

2. No reservations. We know for a fact that
the Holy Family had no reservations, so
Joseph had to do some quick thinking.
Flexibility is the first ingredient to
lowering holiday stress. This Christmas
expect the unexpected, say a little prayer
to St. Joseph, and go with the flow. When
things turn upside down, you’ll smile and
not frown.

3. There’s company coming. After Jesus
was born, there were a lot of visitors. First
the shepherds showed up, next the Magi,

St Joseph and the Christmas Story



Operating Hours For 
Festive Seasons

Church Reception operating hours 
will be as follows:

24th December - 7.30am to 1pm 
25th December - closed
26th December - closed

31st December - 7.30am to 1pm    
1st January - closed
2nd January - closed

Giftshop operating hours will be as 
follows:

24th December - 8.30am to 1pm 
25th December - closed
26th December - closed

31st December - 8.30am to 1pm    
1st January - closed
2nd January - closed

Canteen will be closed on 24th & 
31st December.

Advent ThemesSchedules during the 
Festive Seasons

The Redemptorist Community 
wishes all of you “A Blessed 
Christmas & a Spirit-filled New 
Year!”

6pm Novena Devotion on Christmas 
Eve, 24th December, will be 
cancelled in preparation for 
Christmas Eve Masses

Masses on Christmas Eve will be at 
9pm & 12 midnight. There will be 
Christmas Play at 8.15pm.

Masses on Christmas Day will be at 
8am, 10am, 12pm & 5.30pm

Masses on Monday, 26th 
December will be at 9am & 
6.30pm being Public Holiday

Mass on New Year Eve, 31st 
December will be at 10.30pm.

Masses on New Year Day will be at 
8am, 10am, 12pm & 5.30pm

Masses on Monday, 2nd January 
will be at 9am & 6.30pm being 
Public Holiday

19 Dec - Church of Sacred Heart 
20 Dec - Novena Church

City District  
Penitential Service 

at 8pm




