
In this liturgical year, we are only 
introduced to John the Baptist in 
the second week of the season. 
John is preaching in the wilderness, 
‘repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is close at hand,’ he says. The 
kingdom of heaven is coming. We 
don’t know what it is like but John 
tells the people that they must let 
go of their old way of doing things, 
of their old ways of thinking. They 
have to be ready for something 
new. We are told that many people 
came to listen to him. Although his 
message was challenging, their 
lives had become intolerable and 
now they were open to change. 

This season of Advent, we can 
reflect on one aspect of John’s life 
and mission. John’s obedience to 
God, his integrity and faithfulness. 
John’s mission – his entire purpose 
in life – was to proclaim the coming 
of Jesus. And after Jesus appeared, 
he was to step aside. John said: ‘It 
is necessary that he increase but 
that I decrease.’ Even telling his 
own disciples that they should 
follow Jesus instead. And although 
we don’t live in a desert and eat 
insects, our mission as disciples of 
Jesus is the same as John’s – to 
prepare the way for the Lord. But 
first we must prepare ourselves for 
what is coming. What is coming is 
the Messiah, Christ is coming. What 
do we need to let go of in order to 
be open to Christ? 

Reflection by Fr. Gerard Louis, CSsR

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 4 DECEMBER 
2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday, 5 DECEMBER 

Tuesday, 6 DECEMBER
St. Nicholas 

Wednesday, 7 DECEMBER
St. Ambrose

Thursday, 8 DECEMBER
Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

Friday, 9 DECEMBER
St. John Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

Saturday, 10 DECEMBER 
Our Lady of Loreto 

Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12
In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the 
moon fails.

Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Look, our God is coming to save us. 

Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Here is our God coming with power. 

Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
My soul, give thanks to the Lord.

Gen 3:9-15,20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders.

Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Anyone who follows you, O Lord, will have the light of 
life.

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:10-13
God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us 
and we shall be saved.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm

9.00am Public Holiday

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

Ready for Something New

We are already into the season of 
Advent. The season is so short 
that it is often halfway through 
before we even realize it has 
begun. That’s why it is so 
important to make sure that we 
make every day of Advent count. 
The word Advent means 
“coming.” Sometimes, we know 
something is coming but we do 
not know exactly what it is. Also, 
when something is coming, it 
means the end of something old 
and the beginning of something 
new. It means a dying to the past, 
letting go and being open to a 
new way of doing things. That is 
not always easy. 
Almost every day during the 
season of Advent, the readings 
are from the prophet Isaiah. This is 
because Isaiah is seen as the 
messianic prophet. Isaiah uses 
the image of a tree that is dead, 
only a stump remains. An image of 
the nation of Israel and its 
dynasty. All but dead. Yet, Isaiah 
sees that new life will emerge 
from this stump. And this new life 
will come through a mysterious 
scion who is full of wisdom, 
consolation, integrity and 
faithfulness. Christians came to 
believe that this figure Isaiah was 
referring to was Christ. 



Christmas @ Novena Advent RecollectionAdvent Themes

City District Penitential Service 
at 8pm

9 Dec - Church of St. Teresa
12 Dec - Church of Our Lady of Lourdes
13 Dec - St. Joseph Church, Victoria Street 
14 Dec - Cathedral of the Good Shepherd 
15 Dec - Church of St. Bernadette
16 Dec - Church of St. Michael
19 Dec - Church of Sacred Heart
20 Dec - Novena Church




