
The Circle Game is a 1970's pop 
song by Joni Mitchell. The chorus 
tells us of "the seasons that go 
'round and 'round." It's as 
though "we're captive on the 
carousel of time."  Every year as 
Advent comes around, we begin 
a new season in the church. Our 
season will carry us through to 
Christmas, then on to Jesus' life 
and ministry, into Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
and we gradually move towards 
the next Advent, when 
another season begins. 

However, unlike what is felt in 
The Circle Game, we are not 
going up and down like 
painted ponies, caught in "the 
carousel of time." As this new 
season begins, we move into a 
graceful rhythm that blesses 
us with the opportunity to 
unwrap with expectation God's 
wonderful gift to us in Jesus 
Christ.

Advent ought to fill us with 
a sense of hope. During this 
time we look back to the 
first coming of Jesus when he 
was born in Palestine, and we 
look forward to his coming 
again in glory at the end of 
time. The Gospel today sets 
off the alarm for us to wake 
up and stand ready because 
the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect. 

This is not a threat that paralyses 
us with fear and dread. Rather, it is 
a promise that awakens us to the 
tremendous gift God has in store 
for us.

The British Poet Laureate, Sir 
John Betjeman (1906-1984) 
expresses this whole spirit of 
wonder in his poem, Christmas:

The bells of waiting Advent ring... 
And is it true? And is it true,     

this most tremendous tale of all, 
seen in a stained-glass window's 

hue, A baby in an ox's stall? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 

become a Child on earth for me? 
No love that in a family dwells, 

no carolling in frosty air,  
nor all the steeple-shaking bells 

can with this single truth compare - 
That God was man in Palestine and 

lives today in Bread and Wine.

It's great to be alive, then, and 
wide-eyed like a child looking 
forward to Christmas. Let us 
welcome and celebrate Advent 
as we ponder this most 
tremendous tale of all.

   Reflection by Fr. Clement Lee, CSsR

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 27 NOVEMBER
1st Sunday of Advent

Monday, 28 NOVEMBER 

Tuesday, 29 NOVEMBER 

Wednesday, 30 NOVEMBER 
St. Andrew

Thursday, 1 DECEMBER

Friday, 2 DECEMBER 

Saturday, 3 DECEMBER 
St. Francis Xavier 

Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44
I rejoiced when I heard them say:
'Let us go to God's house.'

Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11
I rejoiced when I heard them say: "Let us go to God's 
house."

Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
In his days justice shall flourish, and peace till moon fails.

Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Their word goes forth through all the earth.

Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21,24-27
Blessed In the name of the Lord Is he who comes.

Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31
The Lord Is my light and my help.

1 Cor 9, 16-19, 22-23; Mk 16:15-20
Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm

9.00am Public Holiday

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

This Most Tremendous Tale Of All....
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