
How do I love thee? Let me count the 
ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth 
and height my soul can reach, ….

This is the start of ‘Sonnet 43’, one the 
most famous poems of Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning (1806-1861). If you 
turn on the radio or search YouTube, 
you will also find many romantic songs 
of such undying love.

Jesus gives the two Greatest 
Commandments, which he declares, 
“hang all the law, and the prophets”: 
Love God and Love your Neighbour.  
But can we say we love God and our 
Neighbour with the same passion and 
intensity as declared in love poems 
and songs?  

To love God “with all our heart, and all 
your soul and all your mind” requires a 
mindset of total trust and complete 
obedience.  And this mindset will 
comeif we reflect on the 1st 
Commandment”: “Love the Lord, your 
God”. Jesus wants us to acknowledge 
God as our Creator, our Master and our 
King. He is the Lord of our lives. Jesus 
also wants us to accept God as “our 
God”. He is not “the” God of some 
distance away; or someone else’s God.  
Jesus underscores that religion is 
about relationship.  It is personal and 
intimate - He is our God; he is my God. 
Also, if he is King, then he has 
sovereign rights over me as his 
subject. So do I accept God as my God 
and my King? If yes, then I have to let 
God be God and King, and just love 
him  – even when I do not understand 
my life’s ups and downs, and when my 
prayers are not answered.  Let Your 
will be done, not mine. Let your 
Kingdom come.

But if you think about it. It is rather 
easy to love God who is perfect and 
wonderful. It is also so much easier to 
love an unseen God. But as St John puts 
it rather bluntly, the true test of loving 
God is actually in the 2nd 
Commandment: Love your Neighbour.  

We love because he first loved us. 
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The 
commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. (1 John 
4:19-21)

So how do I love my Neighbour? Jesus 
sets the standard: “as yourself”. So I 
have to love the other person as much 
as I would want to be loved.  But often 
times, it is not easy to love and keep on 
loving. Our family, friends, colleagues 
and the stranger in the MRT are not 
always lovable or even, likeable. At 
time (maybe, most times), they irritate, 
anger, hurt and disappoint us. So how? 

In which case, we go full circle and back 
to the 1st Commandment. When we 
want to give up on the 2nd 
Commandment, we return to our 
commitment to love the Lord our God. I 
have to resolve that I can and will love 
my Neighbour because I want the Lord 
my God to know how much I love him!

At the service of my God and my King!

        Reflection by Ros

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 20 NOVEMBER 
Solemnity of Christ The King

Monday, 21 NOVEMBER 
Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

Tuesday, 22 NOVEMBER 
St. Cecilia 

Wednesday, 23 NOVEMBER 
St. Clement I
St. Columban

Thursday, 24 NOVEMEBR 
SS. Andrew Dung-Lac and 

Companions 

Friday, 25 NOVEMBER 
St. Catharine of Alexandria 

Saturday, 26 NOVEMBER 

2 Sam 5:1-3; Col 1:12-20; Lk 23:35-43
I rejoiced when I heard them say:
'Let us go to God's house.'

Zec 2:14-17; Mt 12:46-50
The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy is his name!

Rev 14:14-19; Lk 21:5-11
The Lord comes to rule the earth.

Rev 15:1-4; Lk 21:12-19
How great and wonderful are all your works, Lord God 
almighty.

Rev 18:1-2,21-23; 19:1-3,9; Lk 21:20-28
Happy are those who are invited to the wedding feast 
of the Lamb.

Rev 20:1-4,11-21:2; Lk 21:29-33
Here God lives among men.

Rev 22:1-7; Lk 21:34-36
Marana tha! Come, Lord Jesus!
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm

9.00am Public Holiday

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

How much do I love Thee?
Service or Lip-service?



Advent Candle Holder

Christmas @ NovenaAdvent Themes Praise & Worship




