
A Humble Prayer Pierces The Clouds 

Two different prayers from two 
different people who stand before 
the one and same God.  What 
makes them truly different is not 
that one is a Pharisee  and the 
other is a tax-collector, but  it's 
their attitude and action in prayer 
to God. Listeners in the time of 
Jesus would expect the former to 
be polished and perfect in prayer 
while the latter would be 
struggling and stuttering to even 
find proper words to pray.  Jesus, 
however, astounds his listeners 
and turns their expectation on its 
head. He exalts the tax-collector's 
prayer  and humbles the Pharisee's.

The attitude of the Pharisee is all 
about himself. He's not praying to 
God. He's praising himself to the 
heavens. Count the number of 
times he uses the pronoun, 'I'.  His 
entire prayer centres around how 
good and generous he is and how 
bad everyone else is, especially 
the sinful tax-collector.  The 
attitude and action of the tax-
collector are poles apart from 
those of the Pharisee's. He does 
not look around at others or even 
look up to heaven, but beats his 
breast and confesses his sin: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

It can be helpful to use our 
imagination and put ourselves in 
the shoes of these two characters. 
Try saying (aloud) the prayer of the 
Pharisee and then the prayer of the 
tax-collector, and see how 
comfortable or uncomfortable we 
feel in our heart. Experience 
teaches us that no one is pure 
Pharisee or total tax-collector. 
If we are honest with 
ourselves, we'll acknowledge 
that often we're a mixture of 
both. But, we must know that 
when we are standing before 
God in prayer, we ought to have 
the attitude and action of the 
tax-collector. Beating our own 
breast will stop us pointing the 
finger at the faults of others.

When they ended their 
prayers in the Temple, the 
Pharisee believed he was all right 
with God, yet it was the tax-
collector who returned home at 
rights with God. A humble 
prayer pierces the clouds 
and touches the heart of God.

Reflection by Fr. Clement Lee. CSsR

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 23 OCTOBER

Monday, 24 OCTOBER
St. Anthony Mary Claret 

Tuesday, 25 OCTOBER

Wednesday, 26 OCTOBER

Thursday, 27 OCTOBER

Friday, 28 OCTOBER
SS. Simon and Jude

Saturday, 29 OCTOBER 

Sir 35:15-17,20-22; 2 Tim 4:6-9,16-18; Lk 18:9-14
This poor man called; the Lord heard him.

Eph 4:32-5:8; Lk 13:10-17
Try to imitate God, as children of his that he loves.

Eph 5:21-33; Lk 13:18-21
O blessed are those who fear the Lord!

Eph 6:1-9; Lk 13:22-30
The Lord is faithful in all his words

Eph 6:10-20; Lk 13:31-35
Blessed be the Lord, my rock.

Eph 2:19-22; Lk 6:12-19
Their word goes forth through all the earth.

Phil 1:18-26; Lk 14:7-11
My soul is thirsting for God, the God of my life.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm

2.00pm (Mandarin)

MASS ON SATURDAY

7.00am

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

12:15pm, 6.30pm

9.00am Public Holiday

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON SUNDAY



Month of Rosary

Recitation of the Rosary will be 
at 6pm followed by Mass at 
6.30pm from Monday to 
Friday in the month of October.

Deepavali (24th October) 

Please take note there will be 
no lunch time Mass on 24th 
October being Public Holiday. 
Masses will be at 9am and 6.30pm.

Important Notice

All Saints' Day Vigil Mass on 31st 
October at 7.30pm.

All Saints' Day Masses on 1st 
November at 12.15pm, 3.00pm  
and 7.30pm.

All Souls' Day Masses on 2nd 
November at 12.15pm, 3.00pm 
and 7.30pm.

Novena Theme in 
Preparation for Christmas

The theme for this special Novena 
is: “Receiving God's Visitation”. All 
are welcome and bring along your 
family and friends.

29 Oct  : John The Baptist
5 Nov   : Zachariah
12 Nov  : Elizabeth
19 Nov  : Anna
26 Nov : Simeon
3 Dec    : Shepherds
10 Dec  : Magi
17 Dec  : Joseph
24 Dec : Mary

Advent Candle Holder
Evening Chapel

Redemptorist Bears

The Redemptorist bear is a perfect 
reminder to us all about the mission 
of the Redemptorist and in Christ, 
there's plentiful Redemption. All 
Bears based on Pre-Order for 
online shop.novenachurch.com and 
gift shop.




