
Prophetic Justice 

What can we make out of the prophet 
Amos as we reflect on his words in the 
First Reading these few Sundays? A 
Scripture scholar once remarked, "If 
you like the prophet Amos, you don't 
really understand him." That is quite 
true! As we read and listen to the 
words of Amos, we'll feel uneasy and 
challenged beyond our comfort zone.  
Amos doesn't spare anyone nor does 
he mince his words about whoever is 
not living out the covenantal call to 
care for the poor, the weak and the 
needy in society.  

Today's passage is a message of God's 
anger and judgment. Right from the 
start we need to remember three 
things when we talk about God's anger 
and judgment. First, God's anger and 
judgment are not the opposite of 
God's love and mercy. Rather, they are 
in fact the very expression of God's 
love and mercy. Because God loves all 
of us, when one of us or a group of us 
cause others to suffer, God gets angry. 
This anger is not like our human 
emotional outburst. It is the sign of 
God's love for those who are 
oppressed, exploited or treated 
unjustly. Secondly, God's anger and 
judgment exist in order to get us to 
change our sinful ways. God does not 
delight in being angry with us. 

Time and time again in the Scriptures 
we are reminded that God takes delight 
in showing mercy and in forgiving all 
who repent. And, thirdly, when 
confronted and challenged with a 
message of God's judgment, we need to 
look at our self and not pass it off to 
those people back then or other people 
of today.  A message of judgment is 
intended for us. Jesus teaches us that 
when exercising good judgment we 
need to start with our self.  Take a look 
at the plank in our own eye first before 
we can try to remove the splinter in our 
neighbour's eye.

When I said that Amos doesn't spare 
anyone with his words, we see it clearly 
in the way he calls out to those 
"ensconced so snugly in Zion/
Jerusalem (Judah in the South)) and to 
those who feel so safe on the mountain 
of Samaria/Gerizim (Israel in the 
north)." He speaks to all God's people - 
north and south, past and present - and 
he points the finger at us whenever we 
become indulgent and indifferent. In 
our comfort and ease, we may have 
forgotten our covenantal call as God's 
people and may have turned a blind eye 
to the welfare of our sisters and 
brothers in need.   If we truly 
understand the prophet Amos, we'll see 
that he is really not easy to like. He is 
actually indicting us and making us 
remember our call and commitment to 
live faithfully as God's people. This is 
Amos' prophetic justice
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Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 25 SEPTEMBER
World Day of Migrants and 

Refugees 

Monday, 26 SEPTEMBER
St. Paul & SS. Cosmas and 

Damian 

Tuesday 27 SEPTEMBER 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Wednesday, 28 SEPTEMBER
St. Wenceslaus, SS. Lawrence 

Ruiz and Companions

Thursday, 29 SEPTEMBER
The Holy Archangels Michael, 

Gabriel and Raphael 

Friday, 30 SEPTEMBER 
St. Jerome 

Saturday, 1 OCTOBER
St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

Am 6:1,4-7; 1 Tim 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31
My soul, give praise to the Lord.

Job 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50
Turn your ear to me, O Lord; hear my words.

Job 3:1-3,11-17,20-23; Lk 9:51-56
Let my prayer come into your presence, O Lord.

Job 9:1-12,14-16; Lk 9:57-62
 Let my prayer come into your presence, O Lord.

Dan 7:9-10,13-14; Jn 1:47-51
In the presence of the angels I will bless you, O Lord.

Job 38:1,12-21;40:3-5; Lk 10:13-16
Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.

Is 66:10-14, Mt 18:1-5
Keep my soul in peace before you, O Lord.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

Vaccinated Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 4.00pm

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
2.00pm (Mandarin), 6.00pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

Vaccination Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

Vaccinated Status required 
12:15pm

Vaccinated Status required       
9.00am Public Holiday

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
6.30pm 

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm



Novena notes

Come and join us!

Inviting all youths between 14 to 21 
years old to join us for our Mission 
Exposure 2022 to Father 
Ray Foundation, a Redemptorist 
Centre located, Thailand from 28 
Nov to 6 Dec! Register 
now at www.tinyurl.com/
RMTME2022 or pick up a 
registration form at the Reception.

St. Gerard Majella
As we are preparing for the feast of 
St. Gerard Majella on 16th October, 
there will be a special prayer 
service from 7.45pm to 8.45pm in 
honour of St. Gerard who is the 
patron saint of mothers and 
children. We invite couples who are 
praying to have a child, families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, expectant mothers, and 
families to take part in this  
special prayer service.

There will be a photo wall in front 
of the main church where families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, may leave a  photo of your 
child at our Reception. We will 
place the photo onto photo wall 
collage. This photo wall will be a 
sign of gratitude to and testimony 

of St. Gerard’s intercession.

Evening Chapel Mission Exposure 2022

Month of Rosary

Recitation of the Rosary will be at 
6pm followed by Mass at 6.30pm 
from Monday to Friday in the 
month of October.




