
Lord, increase our faith 

The prophet Habakkuk is not one of 
the better-known prophets. The major 
themes in the book of Habakkuk are 
doubt, confusion and despair. The 
desolation that we feel when we see so 
much of evil and injustice around us. 
We naturally ask where is God and 
how can God allow this to happen? 
Habakkuk writes: ‘How long, O Lord, 
am I to cry for help while you will not 
listen?’ What was happening in Israel 
at the time of the prophet Habakkuk?

Judah – the southern part of the 
country that included Jerusalem – was 
on the verge of disaster. They knew 
that an invasion by Babylon – then the 
major superpower in the region – was 
imminent. In the face of such an 
invasion, Judah would stand no 
chance. What would happen to the 
Temple, the holy city of Jerusalem? 
They looked to God to save them, but 
it seemed that God had abandoned 
them? Habakkuk prays and receives 
this message from the Lord: ‘if it 
comes slowly, wait, for come it will, 
without fail.’ The prophet Habakkuk 
gives us a remarkable example of faith. 
He reminds us that even while God 
may be silent, God has a plan and 
God’s love for us will never fail. 

The apostles ask Jesus, ‘Increase our 
faith.’ Jesus reminds us that our mission 
is that of a servant, we are only doing 
our duty. We do not have knowledge or 
possess all the wisdom of God. All we 
are called to do is to have faith and to 
trust in God. Our duty is to lift up our 
brothers and sisters in their time of 
doubt, weakness and despair. That is 
what Paul does for Timothy. Paul 
challenges the young leader of the 
church in Ephesus never to give in to 
timidity, never to be ashamed and to 
rely on the power of God. 

I am writing this from the XXVIth 
General Chapter in Rome as 
Redemptorists from around the world 
have gathered to discuss how our world 
is changing rapidly. The old practices of 
faith seem irrelevant to a new 
generation and the church does not 
wield the influence it had before. Such 
times can be confusing. Jesus, Paul and 
Habakkuk experienced that in their own 
lives. Like them, we are called to be 
missionaries of hope. To share the Good 
News of God’s plentiful redemption is 
to remind people that God is still 
present even when it appears God is 
absent. As we ask the Lord to increase 
our faith, the Lord also calls us to lift up 
our brothers and sisters in their 
moments of weakness and 
abandonment, even when we are weak 
ourselves. That is what it means to live 
the Redemptorist charism today. 

Reflection by Fr. Gerard Louis, CSsR

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 2 OCTOBER
  

Monday, 3 OCTOBER
 

Tuesday, 4 OCTOBER
St. Francis of Assisi 

Wednesday, 5 OCTOBER
St. Mary Faustina Kowalska

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos

Thursday, 6 OCTOBER
St. Bruno

Friday, 7 OCTOBER
Our Lady of the Rosary 

Saturday, 8 OCTOBER

Hab 1:2-3;2:2-4; 2 Tim 1:6-8,13-14; Lk 17:5-10
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37
The Lord keeps his covenant ever in mind.

Gal 1:13-24; Lk 10:38-42 
Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.

1 Thes 2:2-8; Mt 28:16-20
 The mouth of the just speaks wisdom.

Gal 3:1-5; Lk 11:5-13
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel!
He has visited his people.

Ac 1:12-14; Lk 1:26-38
The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy is his name!

Gal 3:22-29; Lk 11:27-28
The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

Vaccinated Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 4.00pm

No Vaccination Status required 
2.00pm (Mandarin), 6.00pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

Vaccination Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

Vaccinated Status required 
12:15pm

Vaccinated Status required       
9.00am Public Holiday

No Vaccination Status required 
6.30pm 

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pmMASS ON SATURDAY

Vaccination Status required 
7.00am



Come and join us!

St. Gerard Majella
As we are preparing for the feast of 
St. Gerard Majella on 16th October, 
there will be a special prayer 
service from 7.45pm to 8.45pm in 
honour of St. Gerard who is the 
patron saint of mothers and 
children. We invite couples who are 
praying to have a child, families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, expectant mothers, and 
families to take part in this  
special prayer service.

There will be a photo wall in front 
of the main church where families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, may leave a  photo of your 
child at our Reception. We will 
place the photo onto photo wall 
collage. This photo wall will be a 
sign of gratitude to and testimony 

of St. Gerard’s intercession.

Novena notes

Month of Rosary

There will be the praying of the 
Rosary immediately after the 
6.30pm evening Mass from 
Monday to Friday during the 
month of October.

Our Lady of the Rosary

On October 7, the Roman Catholic 
Church celebrates the yearly feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary. Known 
for several centuries by the 
alternate title of “Our Lady of 
Victory”, the feast day take place in 
honour of a 16th century naval 
victory which secured Europe 
against Turkish invasion. Pope St. 
Pius V attributed the victory to the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, who was invoked on the day 
of the battle through a campaign to 
pray the Rosary throughout Europe.

Pope Leo XIII was particularly 
devoted to Our Lady of the Rosary, 
producing 11 encyclicals on the 
subject of this feast and its 
importance in the course of his long 
pontificate.

He echoed the words of the oldest 
known Marian prayer when he 
wrote, “It has always been the habit 
of Catholics in danger and in trouble 
times to fly to Mary for refuge.”

Evening Chapel




