
The Art of Networking 

One of the key factors to ‘Successful’ 
people is networking: “Know where you 
want to go and make sure the right 
people know about it” (Meredith 
Mahoney).

So we go for networking events, 
exchange contacts, create a social media 
presence where we post and tweet (& re-
tweet). Networking is strategic. We want 
to be seen and remembered. We will also 
help people so that they can return the 
favour when we need one. So everyone is 
trying to create a memorable profile and 
doing what we need to do to better their 
chances to be successful.

Jesus would be bemused if he witnessed 
this networking phenomenon. He would 
be rather surprised at the effort, time and 
money spent in networking, networking 
and networking. But he may actually 
compliment us as he did in the Parable of 
the Shrewd Steward. In that parable, 
when the steward was to be fired by his 
master for being “wasteful with his 
property”, he became quite strategic. He 
weighed his options on his next job and 
then decided to ingratiate himself with 
some of the master’s debtors so that 
“when [he is] dismissed from office, 
there will be some to welcome me into 
their homes”. So he called up his 
master’s debtors – one by one - and 
reduced each of the debt owed to the 
master. This was clearly unauthorised 
and against the interest of his master. He 
had obviously decided that the master 
no longer mattered.  He needed to work 
on the goodwill of the master’s debtors, 
and the reduction of the master’s debts 
was effective networking.

Jesus praised the steward; not for his 
dishonesty but for his “astuteness”. He 
was smart. He knew clearly what he 
wanted. He assessed the people and their 
respective interests. He then set about 
achieving the outcome most favourable 
for him.  

Jesus wondered aloud: “How would “the 
children of light” fare?”  So I reflected, 
how I could be shrewd or astute in my 
affairs relating to God and religion. In 
developing my strategy, I realised that my 
assessment is very different from the 
steward’s. First, my Master matters; not 
my interests, not my will. Secondly, I want 
to avoid being “fired”, namely excluded 
from the eternal life with Master. So I 
should not be ‘wasteful’ by not using the 
talents he has blessed me. I should be 
‘wasteful’ in letting go of the 
opportunities coming my way to build-up, 
love, serve and forgive.  

But one thing in common with the steward 
is that I need to engage and interact with 
people. I need to network; and develop 
and strengthen connections and 
relationships. But in my networking, I 
must remain focused on the objective. Not 
for people to do me favours in return. Not 
to reduce their debts but to increase my 
worth in my Master’s eyes.  

So here I go to network. I pray to the Holy 
Spirit for his direction, guidance and for 
commitment.

Reflection by Ros

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 18 SEPTEMBER 

Monday, 19 SEPTEMBER 
 St. Januarius 

Tuesday 20 SEPTEMBER 
SS. Laurent Imbert, 

Jacques Chastan 

Wednesday, 21 SEPTEMBER 
St. Matthew

Thursday, 22 SEPTEMBER 

Friday, 23 SEPTEMBER 
St. Pius of Pietrelcina 

Saturday, 24 SEPTEMBER 

Am 8:4-7, 1 Tim 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13
Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

Prov 3:27-34; Lk 8:16-18
The just will live In the presence of the Lord.

Prov 21:1-6,10-13; Lk 8:19-21
Guide me, Lord, in the path of your commands.

Eph 4:1-7,11-13; Mt 9:9-13
Their word goes forth through all the earth.

Eccl 1:2-11; Lk 9:7-9
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation 
to the next.

Eccl 3:1-11; Lk 9:18-22
Blessed be the Lord, my rock.

Eccl 11:9-12:8; Lk 9:43-45 
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to 
the next.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

Vaccinated Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 4.00pm

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
2.00pm (Mandarin), 6.00pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

Vaccination Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

Vaccinated Status required 
12:15pm

Vaccinated Status required       
9.00am Public Holiday

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
6.30pm 

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm



Novena notes

Come and join us!

Inviting all youths between 14 to 21 
years old to join us for our Mission 
Exposure 2022 to Father 
Ray Foundation, a Redemptorist 
Centre located, Thailand from 28 
Nov to 6 Dec! Register 
now at www.tinyurl.com/
RMTME2022 or pick up a 
registration form at the Reception.

St. Gerard Majella

Pregnancy Crisis & Support

As we are preparing for the feast of 
St. Gerard Majella on 16th October, 
there will be a special prayer 
service from 7.45pm to 8.45pm in 
honour of St. Gerard who is the 
patron saint of mothers and 
children. We invite couples who are 
praying to have a child, families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, expectant mothers, and 
families to take part in this  
special prayer service.

There will be a photo wall in front 
of the main church where families 
who have received the blessing of a 
child through the intercession of St. 
Gerard, may leave a  photo of your 
child at our Reception. We will 
place the photo onto photo wall 
collage. This photo wall will be a 
sign of gratitude to and testimony 

of St. Gerard’s intercession.

Evening Chapel Mission Exposure 2022




