
Division

This Sunday’s gospel reading makes us 
sit up. Jesus had used very 
provocative language, declaring that 
He had come to set the earth on fire 
and not to establish peace but 
division. What does He mean?

He is saying that the Word of God is 
like fire, which burns. It can burn with 
conviction and passion in our hearts, 
igniting us to do His work beyond our 
comfort zone. For those who do not 
believe or reject His Word, they may 
be led to burn with passion for other 
earthly gods like wealth or material 
obsessions and addictions.

Division could arise in a family or any 
setting consisting of those who are 
motivated to live up a good Christian 
life and those who would lean towards 
the attractions of the world. I recall 
one holiday that I had with my friends. 
They were obsessed with catching 
pokemon at every tourist attraction. It 
came to a point that they excluded 
everything else and focussed on the 
singular goal to win their game. Their 
conversations were game-centric and I 
recalled that I had refused to join them 
in their hunt. I decided to visit the 
churches on my own. Looking back, 
could I have done better? It was 
indeed a strange holiday.

Even within the community of believers, 
conflict and division may arise in how 
we perceive the world. We may share 
the same value of love but each 
individual may express it differently. 
For example, a mother and a 
grandmother may express her love for 
the child differently. Conflicts may arise 
due to differences in opinion about how 
the child should be brought up. It is 
easier said than done to say that we 
need to love and respect others. But 
how do we do it? We may need to take 
a step back and evaluate what is good 
for this child with the help of the Holy 
Spirit. Taking away our need to be 
right, we may find agreement on what 
would work for the child. 

Following the Word of God is not about 
adhering to a set of rules or guidelines, 
it is about understanding more deeply 
the needs of the other, and being 
present for them.

What about the division within 
ourselves? This is even more 
challenging. Very often, I find myself 
regretting what I had just said and 
wishing that I had bitten my own 
tongue. I battle often within myself to 
fight pride, wrath and sloth. It is a 
constant battle. What I am grateful for 
is that the Holy Spirit has given us this 
conscience to pick up such triggers so 
that we recognise the sin and try to 
remedy and conquer at every step.

Reflection by Hope 

Readings & responses for the week

Sunday, 14 AUGUST 

Monday, 15 AUGUST 
The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

Tuesday 16 AUGUST 
St. Stephen of Hungary

Wednesday, 17 AUGUST 

Thursday, 18 AUGUST 

Friday, 19 AUGUST 
St. John Eudes

Saturday, 20 AUGUST
St. Bernard

Jer 38:4,6,8-10; Hebr 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53
Lord, come to my aid!

Rev 11:10; 12:1-6,10; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.

Ez 28:1-10 Mt 19:23-30
It is the Lord who deals death and life.

Ez 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing i shall want.

Ez 36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14
I shall pour clean water over you and all your sins will be 
washed away.

Ez 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his love has 
no end.

Ez 43:1-7; Mt 23:1-12
The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.
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NOVENA DEVOTIONS ON SATURDAY

Vaccinated Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 4.00pm

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
2.00pm (Mandarin), 6.00pm

MASS ON SUNDAY

Vaccination Status required 
8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.30pm

MASS ON WEEKDAYS

Vaccinated Status required 
12:15pm

Vaccinated Status required       
9.00am Public Holiday

No Vaccination Status/ No MARS required 
6.30pm 

SAFE MANAGEMENT MEASURES UPDATE

No booking is required. There will not be 
standing room allowed in the main church.

RECEPTION OPERATING HOURS

Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 8.00pm

Lunch Hour

11.45am to 12.45pm

Saturday  
7.30am to 7.00pm

Sunday 
8.30am to 1.30pm & 4.30pm to 7.00pm



Novena notes

Come and join us!

Novena Theme in Preparation 
for Annual Procession

A Triduum in Honour of and 
Thanksgiving to our Mother of 
Perpetual Help will be held from 
31st August to 2nd September 
2022.
Rosary at 7.30pm followed by the 
Mass at 8.00pm. 

Day 1 : Mary, Hope for Family 
Day 2 : Mary, Hope for Society 
Day  3     :    Mary, Hope for the  

World   

Upcoming Activities in 
preparation for Novena Annual 

Procession

17 & 18 August : LGBT Talk by Fr. 
Adran Danker, Fr. Gerard Louis & 
Mr Bryan Shen from 7.30pm to 
10.00pm.

19 August : Ecology Talk by Fr. 
Glenn de Cruz from 7.30pm to 
9.30pm.

20 August : Praise & Worship  
Workshop by Andrew Soong from 
7.00pm to 9.00pm.

26 August : Parenting Talk by 
Andrew Soong from 7.30pm to 
9.00pm.

Forms for Consecration of the 
Families are available around the 
Church and online. Please drop 
them in the boxes after you 
have written the families for 
consecration.

Specially printed Annual Procession 
Envelopes are available around the 
Church. All the collection will be 
used to defray the cost of the Annual 
Procession. We thank you for your 
generous support.

Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday, 14th August - 5.30pm 
(Vigil Mass - Vaccinated Mass)

Monday, 15th August – 12.15pm and 
7.30pm (Vaccinated Masses)




